406        REPLY TO   MR.   HOOK*S   IMPUTATIONS,

"To MAJOR-GENERAL BAIRD.

" I have received your letter of the 4th in-
stantj and am sorry you should have thought it
necessary to renew the subject of Colonel Wel-
lesley's late appointment. It appears to me, after
what had passed between us, that you should have
treated it, as it really is, as a political arrangement
likely to be highly beneficial to the public service,
and not as having any reference to command in
the line,, with which it has nothing to do. My
personal regard for you induces me to give this
explanation, and makes me wish thus to relieve
your mind from every idea that there could be
any inattention to your situation, and which, I
trust, will be perfectly clear to you when you are
acquainted that the contingent of the Nizam can
only be commanded by a colonel^."

" The fortunate turn " here alluded to was
the acknowledgment of Major-General Baircl to
the Cominander-in-Chief that he had been wrong
in his impressions respecting Colonel Wellesley's
appointment, and therefore he requested the
matter might be no further noticed. This, Gene-
ral Harris, with his usual kindness, very readily
promised, and he faithfully kept his word. He
did not comment severely 3 as he might have done,

* The agreement with tlio Nizam provided for the pay
and allowances of all ranks, of which the highest was a colonel
commanding.